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Migratory 
Freshwater Fish 

• Salmon

• Sturgeon

• Eel

• Shad

• Houting

• Lamprey

• Smelt

• Roach

• Mullet



Background information

39% of freshwater fish 
species in the EU are 

threatened

(European Red List of Freshwater 
Fishes 2011)

90% of fish species listed in 
Annex 2 of EU Habitats 

Directive are in poor 
conservation status

(EEA’s State of Nature in the EU 
2020)

93% decline of migratory 
freshwater fish populations 

in Europe since 1970

(Living Planet Index report 2020)



Threats

• Fragmentation of rivers –
barriers

• Abstraction of water

• Over-fishing

• Water pollution

• Climate change



Flyways   ->   Swimways



Global Swimways Programme
https://globalswimways.com/

http://www.explorer.globalswimways.org/



Trans-European Swimways Network

European implementation of the Global 
Swimways Initiative

Play on the Trans-European Transport 
Network (TEN-T)

Programme is led by Wetlands 
International Europe, with 3 collaborators



Objectives

➢ Raise awareness

➢ Improve quality of data

➢ Leverage EU legislation and 
other legal instruments



Opportunities through EU Legislation

• Habitats Directive

• Eel Regulation

• Water Framework Directive

• Biodiversity Strategy

• Proposed Nature Restoration 
Law

➢ Raise awareness

➢ Improve quality of data

➢ Leverage EU legislation



Network

Stronger voice 
together

Platform for 
information 

exchange

Stimulate a 
shared 

approach

Transboundary 
connectivity

Cross-sectoral 
perspectives

•
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Local NGOs

National NGOs

Anglers 
Associations

Researchers

Other 
stakeholders



European Swimways Programme
•

• Define key concepts
• Draft regional criteria
• Information on migratory fish

• Biological information
• Threats
• Current conservation efforts

• Framework for action



European Swimways Workshop
•

Programme
• Define key concepts
• Draft regional criteria
• Background information 

on migratory fish
• Framework for action

October 25-26 2022
European Swimways 
Workshop
(online)
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