
WWF Finland, 50 wetlands, 50 barrier removals
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Finland,

a perfect

candidate for 

dam removal?

Petteri Hautamaa / WWF
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Finland,

a perfect

candidate for 

dam removal?
Forget it!

- Eternal permits for 

hydropower. 

- Dams are privately

owned and there’s

strong protection for 

private ownership.

- Strong dependency

on Russian energy.

- Public dept huge

and increasing.
Petteri Hautamaa / WWF
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These HP dams have been already removed

ym.fi/helmi                                                  mmm.fi/vaelluskalat/vaelluskalaohjelma

Jenny Jyrkänkallio-Mikkola / WWF
Sampsa Vilhunen / WWF
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These HP dams are the next ones going down

ym.fi/helmi                                                  mmm.fi/vaelluskalat/vaelluskalaohjelma

Sampsa Vilhunen / WWFSampsa Vilhunen / WWF

Sampsa Vilhunen / WWF
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Dozens of active projects to get rid of obsolete dams (with dormant HP licences)

ym.fi/helmi                                                  mmm.fi/vaelluskalat/vaelluskalaohjelma

Petteri Hautamaa / WWF

Sampsa Vilhunen / WWFJenny Jyrkänkallio-Mikkola / WWF
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Largest HPP that is set for removal is 1,4 MW   

ym.fi/helmi                                                  mmm.fi/vaelluskalat/vaelluskalaohjelma
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Some of the dams are bypassed, if the removal is not possible

Jaakko Lappalainen / Navitas
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110 barrier removals in 2021
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We’ve reached a paradigm shift in how

people view the value and purpose of rivers
The public opinion in Finland is strongly for free rivers.

Political parties are rather unanimous about opening rivers.
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We’ve reached a paradigm shift in how

people view the value and purpose of rivers
The public opinion in Finland is strongly for free rivers.

Political parties are rather unanimous about opening rivers.

Municipalities and cities are very interested in dam removals.
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Seminar on free running rivers for municipalities and cities

Paper invitation sent to mayors across the country
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Seminar on free running rivers for municipalities and cities

Sampsa Vilhunen / WWF

Sampsa Vilhunen / WWF Sampsa Vilhunen / WWF
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Seminar on free running rivers for municipalities and cities

Sampsa Vilhunen / WWF

Sampsa Vilhunen / WWF Sampsa Vilhunen / WWF
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We’ve reached a paradigm shift in how

people view the value and purpose of rivers
The public opinion in Finland is strongly for free rivers.

Political parties are rather unanimous about opening rivers.

Municipalities and cities are very interested in dam removals.

Corporates find the topic interesting and are ready to support the work.



Atracted a corporate partner for a 5-

year collaboration

With previous collaboration on seafood

The front pager of 

Helsingin Sanomat, 

23.8.2017
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Corporates find the topic interesting and are ready to support the work



Involving citicens in 

concrete river restoration

Using volunteers to create new

habitats (spawning pits)

Sampsa Vilhunen / WWF

Sampsa Vilhunen / WWF
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RED BOOK of species for 

Finland:

”Dams are the main cause for 

the poor conservation status of 

migratory fish species”

Also different river and stream

habitats are all endangered.

Viable fish stocks

communicated also as a food 

security issue.

Endangared

migratory fish

connected to the

loss of 

biodiversity



Creating value for the 

fish, making fish 

matter

o Managed to get full protection

by law for the wild stocks of 

the critically endangered fish

(with all fishing banned)

o Furthermore, endangered

fish also got conservation

values (to be confiscated to 

the State) 



Initiating legislative changes:                                        
new private roads act, water act revision 

Seppo Leinonen
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Advocacy work on dams prior to parliament elections
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1000 

GWh

500 

GWh

The largest

100 > 97% of 

hydro-

electricity.

Additionally 120 

small ones selling

electricity to the

grid.

500 small power plants where households

can use the electricity directly.

Clear comms on the redundancy of small hydro power
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Artists and celebrities activated

Jasper Pääkkönen
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A lot of media work on dams



When something is 

featured in Donald Duck, 

it’s mainstream!



When something is in 

Donald Duck, it’s

mainstream!
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Why has Finland been successful in DR?

• WWF choosing dam removal as a spearhead for 

the parliament elections advocacy.

• Legislative changed initiated.

• Opportunism as the leading strategy in choosing 

which projects to engage with: 

• local support and conflict free 

• flexibility so that anyone can suggest a dam to 

be removed

• Each removal properly celebrated!!!

• Catchy and innovative comms products.

• Involvement of celebrities (anglers).

• Involvement of citizens, municipalities, 

science and business sector in the restoring.

• Successful fundraising from public sources, 

major donors, and corporates. 

• Successful phaze-out of HP subsidies.



Suojelemme luontoa ja

ratkaisemme ympäristöongelmia

– luonnon ja ihmisten hyväksi

Kiitos kaikille ja 

tsemppiä!

Thank you for 

listening!:

sampsa.vilhunen@wwf.fi

Jenny Jyrkänkallio-Mikkola / WWF

mailto:sampsa.vilhunen@wwf.fi
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Mediat


