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Prevent – Protect – Restore 
Holistic freshwater strategy for the Western Balkans
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Risks
Hydropower continues to be 

an active threat to 

biodiversity and local 

communities.

Biodiversity and climate 

crises exacerbate each 

other and  require systemic 

solutions.

Lesser spotted eagle

Balkan lynx

Brown bear (European)
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THROUGH ON-THE-
GROUND PROJECTS

Protect

TO AVOID 
ADVERSE IMPACT

Prevent

BY REMOVING 
BARRIERS 

Restore
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Prevent = Plan & Site renewables right
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Solar PV:

Technical suitability and enviro-social sensitivity
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Solar PV:

Suitability
Outside: Exclusion areas, 
VH, H, M Sensitivity areas

= 22,529 hectares
→ 1,126 hectares (5%)
= 555 MW
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Protect
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Restore

(c) WWF Adria. Barrier removal 

on Vezisnica rivers, first 

removal in the Western 

Balkans
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2022 2023 2024

Serbia Solar Mapping

North Macedonia 

brownfields mapping 
Croatia solar & wind mapping

Europe scale upBalkans regional approach 

Policy advocacy for regional WB 2030 Biodiversity Action Plan

Durable freshwater protection 
toolkit

Campaign for priority rivers for protection

Durable freshwater  protection training

Support first barrier removals in the Balkans 

PROTECT

PLAN

RESTORE

Up next…

Trainings & transfer of knowledge
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Thank you!

CONTACT:

Dragana Mileusnic
Southeast Europe Programme Director
d.mileusnic@tnc.org


