
Cornelia Wieser, Riverwatch, 

cornelia.wieser@riverwatch.eu

Tara Sukic, EuroNatur,

tara.sukic@euronatur.org

Besjana Guri, EcoAlbania,

b.guri@ecoalbania.org

mailto:cornelia.wieser@riverwatch.eu
mailto:tara.sukic@euronatur.org
mailto:b.guri@ecoalbania.org


© Gregor Subic







© Rostislav Stefanek







© Amel Emric



© Adnan Bubalo







© Radomir Duvnjak









© Pravo na vodu



© Robert Oroz



© Pravo na vodu





© Anze Osterman



© Flying Pangolin Film

• Never underestimate the importance of local river defenders

• Support them wherever you can
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• Emotionally attach scientists to your river

• Motivate them to speak out for their findings 

• Make scientists partners of the campaign

• Be prepared that this requires quite some financial resources
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• Invests in emotions!

• Contract a coordinator who is well connected in the artist 

community
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National : EIA, access to information, procedural mistakes

International: Conventions, Agreements and higher levels of court
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Expanding the Lawyers for Rivers Network



https://www.legaltoolkit4rivers.eu/



Even staring a case can help a lot 

Be ready for a marathon – not a sprint
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No new HPP are considered for reaching renewable energy targets

No subsidies

Better social and environmental standards
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Influencing spatial planning 

Feed in tariffs

State Aid Guidelines and the EU sustainable Taxonomy



Start small – think big

Have someone in your team, who 
knows the system
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Keep a steady pace

Reinvent yourself
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Save the blue heart of Europe 
– The Case of Vjosa River –

Besjana Guri- EcoAlbania, 2021





Threatened by 45 HPPs



1100 species identified 



2 species new to Science





Informing local communities



Organizing protests



International lobbying



Involving celebrities







776 Scientists signed a petition in support the Vjosa campaign



Political lobbying



Main achievements

Stopped 2 HPPs in the Vjosa river – Poçem & Kalivaç. Legal battle continues for the tributaries

Case opened by the Bern Convention against the Albanian Government and Case filed to the Energy 
Community

94 % of Albanian public supports the vision for a Vjosa National Park

Made Vjosa an international issue with the support of our international partners and great support 
of Patagonia

OUR FINAL GOAL: 
Declare the Vjosa National Park – Europe’s 1st wild river national park



Official Proposal for a Vjosa National Park



Vjosa National Park
Now











THANK YOU


